Snaking vs. High Pressure Water
Jetting: Which is Right for Your
Clog?

When your drain slows to a crawl and the water in your sink or
shower refuses to go down, you're facing one of the most
common and frustrating household problems. The immediate
impulse is to get it clear, and fast. For decades, the primary tool
for this job was the plumber's snake. But today, a far more
powerful and effective solution exists: High Pressure Water
Jetting.

The question for many homeowners is, which one do you really
need? Is the trusty old snake good enough, or is it time to bring
in the advanced power of High Pressure Water Jetting? The
answer depends entirely on the nature of your clog. Choosing the
right tool for the job isn't just about clearing the drain todays; it's
about preventing it from clogging again next month.

Let's start with the classic: the plumber's snake, also known as a
drain auger. This tool is essentially a long, flexible metal cable.
On one end is a corkscrew-like auger, and on the other is a crank
(either manual or motorized). The plumber feeds this cable into
your drain until it physically makes contact with the blockage. By
cranking the handle, the auger rotates, and the plumber attempts
to break up the clog or hook onto it and pull it back out.

For simple, isolated clogs, snaking can be effective. If your child
flushed a toy down the toilet, or if a single shower drain is
plugged with a dense, recent accumulation of hair, a snake is
often the right tool. It’s a retrieval and blockage-poking device. It
can grab a solid object or punch a hole through a soft one,
allowing water to flow again. The problem, however, is what the
snake leaves behind.
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Imagine your drain pipe is a clogged artery. A snake is like a long,
thin wire that pokes a small hole through the blockage. The blood
(or water, in this case) can flow again, so the immediate
symptom is relieved. But 90% of the plaque—the grease, the
sludge, the scale—is still stuck to the artery walls. This sticky,
uneven surface is now prime real-shopping for new debris, and
the clog will almost certainly return, often bigger and more
stubborn than before.

This is the fundamental limitation of snaking. It doesn’t clean; it
pokes.

Now, let's look at the modern solution: High Pressure Water
Jetting. This technology, often called hydro-jetting, is a
completely different approach. Instead of a metal auger, High
Pressure Water Jetting uses a specialized hose with a high-tech
nozzle. This system propels water at incredibly high pressures—
anywhere from 1,500 to 4,000 pounds per square inch (PSI)—
into the pipe.

This is not a simple forward-facing spray. The nozzles are
engineered with multiple jets. Some jets face backward at an
angle, which provides the thrust to pull the hose deep into the
line, while other jets (and sometimes a rotating forward jet) are
designed to obliterate blockages.

Returning to our artery analogy, High Pressure Water Jetting is
not a wire. It’s a full-system cleaning that scours 100% of the
plaque from the artery walls, leaving them as clean as the day
they were installed. The sheer force of the water emulsifies
congealed grease, shatters rock-hard mineral scale, pulverizes
invading tree roots, and flushes all the accumulated sludge and
debris completely out of your plumbing system.

So, when is High Pressure Water Jetting the right choice?

You should choose High Pressure Water Jetting if you are
experiencing recurring clogs. This is the number one sign that
snaking isn't solving the underlying problem. If you have to
snake the same drain every few months, it means you have a



systemic build-up issue that only High Pressure Water Jetting
can resolve.

Another key indicator is grease. Kitchen lines are notorious for
this. The fats, oils, and grease (FOG) you wash down the sink
may look like a liquid, but they congeal and solidify inside your
cold pipes. A snake just pokes a hole through this semi-solid
gunk, which quickly seals back up. High Pressure Water Jetting
is the only method that can emulsify this grease, breaking it
down and flushing it away for good.

If you have multiple drains backing up at once (e.g., the toilet
gurgles when the washing machine drains), you have a main
sewer line blockage. This is a job that is far beyond a simple
snake. This is a severe problem, often caused by tree roots or
system-wide sludge, and it requires the power of High Pressure
Water Jetting.

Tree roots themselves are a major reason to upgrade. A snake
might trim a few roots, but it's like mowing weeds. The roots are
left in the pipe and will grow back thicker. A High Pressure
Water Jetting service with a specialized root-cutting nozzle will
shred the entire root mass and flush it from the line.

Ultimately, the choice is between a temporary patch and a
permanent solution. Snaking is a patch. It can work for a simple,
one-time clog. But for the recurring, stubborn, and system-wide
problems caused by years of build-up, High Pressure Water
Jetting is the only true fix. It’s not just about unclogging a drain;
it's about restoring your entire plumbing system to full-flow
capacity.



